




CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
OF THE 

DELAWARE TRIBE OF WESTERN OKLAHOMA 


PREAMBLE % 


Invoking the guidance of Al.mighty God, we the Delaware Tribe of 
Western Oklahoma, with faith in the purposes of our Supreme Being, 
with pride in our ancient heritage and with the determination to 
promote, through our united effort, the general well-being of our 
tribe and to secure unto our tribe and tribal descendants the rights, 
powers and privileges provided by the laws of the United States of 
America, adopt the following constitution. 

ARTICLE I - NAME 


The name of this organization shall be the Delaware Tribe of “Western 
Oklahoma. 


'ARTICLE II - PURPOSE 

The purpose of the tribal organization shall be, through united effort, 
to promote the economic, moral, cultural, educational, and health 
status of the Delaware Tribe; to seek and insure assistance of the 
United States of America; the State of Oklahoma in carrying out mutual 
programs to accomplish these purposes in concert and to in no way inter- 
fere with or otherwise influence any individual member. 


ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP OF TRIBE 




Section 1 . The S^embership of the Delaware Tribe of Western Oklahoma 
shall consist of Dhe following persons; provided they have not 
received land or mofcey by virtue of having been enrolled jas members 
of another Indian tiObe: 


(a) Those persons who\rior to the ratification of this constitution 
and bylaws were recognized as members or were entitled to member- 
ship in accordance v\th the provisions of the Membership 
Resolution effective Jfcly 30, 1957, and subsequently amended 
December 6, 1969, whict\includes : 

(1) All living persOos of Delaware Indian blood 
whose names appeaSc or were entitled to appear 
on the official census roll of January 1, 1940; 






(2) All giving persons , o£\ Delaware Indian blo< 
born\>e tween January 1, 1940, and July 3)*, 

1957; 

„ (3) All living persons born after July 30, 1957, 

who are one-eighth (1/8) or more Delaware 
Indian blood and one of whose parents is a 
member of nhe Delaware Tribe of /Indians of 
Western Oklahoma. 

(b) All persons born on orXafter the effective date of this consti- 
tution and bylaws, botm of whose natural parents are members of 
the Delaware Tribe of Western Oklahoma. 

(c) All living persons born ^fter ttfe effective date of this const 
tution and bylaws who fila app/ications for enrollment and wh 
are one-eighth (1/8) degree or more Delaware Indian blood and 
one of whose natural parenm/ is a member of the Delaware Tribe 
of Western Oklahoma and whtf\are admitted to membership by a 
majority vote of the tribal members in general council. 

Sec. 2 . Degree of Indian bl/od shall be computed from the approved 
January 1, 1940, census roll: as corrected. 

Sec. 3 . Any person who applies for membership who otherwise qualifie 
for membership but who hds been enrolled as a member of another Indian 
tribe may be enrolled ad a member of Vhe Delaware Tribe of Western 
Oklahoma; provided he oas not shared \n land or money jas a member of 
another tribe; and provided further timt he relinquishes in writing 
his membership in th^ other Indian trile and; provided further, that 
such applicant is admitted to membership by a majority vote of the 
tribal members in general council. 


Sec. 4 . The executive committee shall appoint a membership committee 
composed of tribal members who are not members of the executive 
committee which Ahall have the responsibility of preparing and 
maintaining the/ current membership roll consistent w T ith the provi 
sion s of this Article. 


Sec. 


The yfcribe may at any time correct tke official census roll 


dated January 1, 1940, approved by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
on February/3, 1969, such corrections subject\to the approval of the 
Secretary </f the Interior or his authorized representative. 


Sec. 


6. The executive committee shall have powAr to take necessary 


actions subject to approval by the Secretary of \ha Interior, 
ing future membership. 
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ARTICLE IV - GENERAL COUNCIL 


The membership of the general council of the Delaware Tribe of 
Western Oklahoma shall consist of all members of the tribe eighteen 
(.18) years of age and older. 

ARTICLE V - EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Section 1 . Composition. The officers of the tribe shall be a president 
vice-president , secretary, treasurer, and two committeemen who together 
shall comprise the executive committee. 

Sec. 2 . Term of office for each officer shall be four (4) years and 
until a successor is duly elected and seated. No person shall’ serve 
more than two (2) consecutive terms in a particular position on the 
executive committee. 


ARTICLE VI - POWERS 

The executive committee shall have full authority to act on behalf of 
the tribe in all matters upon which the tribe is empowered to act now 
or in the future. Such powers may be exercised subject to any restric- 
tions contained in the United States Constitution or any Federal or 
State statutes. 


ARTICLE VII - ELECTIONS 


Set $ 




Section 1 . First Election . All terms of office for the executive 
committee membeVs, incumbent at the time this const it utjjotT^and bylaws 
becomes effectiw, shall expire at the June 1973 apntfal meeting. At 
the election belch in conjunction with that meeting, a system of 
staggered terms oih office shall be establisjied as follows: 

A president ana treasurer shall^be elected for four (4) year 
terms; a vice-pVesident shalj^be elected for three (3) years; 
the terms for a Vecretarv/mid one (1) committeeman shall expire 
after two (2) years; apa the remaining committeeman shall serve 
a one (1) year taw.y/ In each case, those elected as stated 
above shall serve Mie specified term or until their successors 
are duly elected/anX seated. Thereafter, there shall be annual 
elections in Jpme an\ all terms shall be four (4) years in length. 

Sec. 2 . Regula*^ elections \o fill vacancies as terms expire on the 
executive cop&Lttee, shall We held at the regular annual meeting of 
the general: council in June. \ Persons elected to office shall serve 
four (4V year terms unless earlier removed or recalled and until their 
successors are duly elected anck seated. 
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Sec, 3 . Election Ordinance , All tribal elections, including the 
first one under this constitution, shall be conducted in accordance 
with an election ordinance, consistent with this constitution and 
bylaws, which shall be enacted by the executive committee. Such 
ordinance shall provide for secret balloting, absentee voting, voter 
registration, nomination of candidates in advance of election date, 
an impartial election committee selected from outside the executive 
committee that shall be responsible for conducting all tribal elections 
and a procedure for resolving election^disputes. Further, it shall 
require that no write-in votes be accepted in any tribal election. 
Provisions shall also be included regarding the conduct of recall and 
referendum elections and a uniform procedure for submitting petitions. 

Sec. 4 , Voter Qualifications , Any member of the tribe shall be 
qualified to vote, provided he is at least eighteen (18) years of* age 
on the date of the election and he has duly registered. 

Sec. 5 . Qualifications of Candidates . Any member of the tribe, who 
will be at least twenty-one (21) years of age on the date of the elec- 
tion shall qualify as a candidate for membership on the executive 
committee, or subordinate body by election or appointment, except 
those persons previously convicted in any court of competent jurisdic- 
tion of a felony, or any member who is delinquently indebted to the 
tribe. 




Sec. 6 . Filling of Vacancies . Any vacancy which occurs in the member- 
ship of the executive committee shall be filled for the unexpired term 
at the' next duly called meeting of the general council. 


ARTICLE VIII - MEETINGS 




Section" Annual meetings of the general council shall b e 
third Saturday^in June for the purpose of elect ±nj^ re- 

ceiving reports af^ transacting any other^b^tslness which may come 
regularly before the coun5±ir»^^^aui-d^" the executive committee determine 
that it is not possible^r^a^ to hold such meetings on the 

specified date, it-^fiall then be held wi that. thirty (30) days follow- 
ing, on a daf^to be determined by the executivetommittee ; provided, 
that at ^JkTast ten (10) day^ notice shall be given of 

S,ec. 2 . Special meetings of the general council may be called at the 
discretion of the president, and shall be called by him upon his receipt 
of a written request signed by twenty-five (25) members of the council, 
or upon written request of at least three (3) officers of the tribe. 
Should the president refuse to call such meetings for the date and time 
requested, any three (3) tribal officers shall be empowered to do so* 
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Sec, 3 . Notice of Special General Council Meeting , The principal 
object of a special general council meeting must be stated in the 
notification and may include the words "and for the transaction of 
other business that may be presented." Unless these words are added, 
no business may be transacted except for the object stated in the 
notice. 

✓ 

Sec. 4 . All meetings of executive committee may be called by the 
president at his discretion and shall be called by him for the date 
and time requested upon the written request of any three (3) members 
of the executive committee. Should he refuse to call the requested 
meeting, any three (3) members of the executive committee shall be 
empowered to do so. 

ARTICLE IX - VACANCIES 

_r * . 

Failure to attend three (3) consecutive duly called executive committee 
meetings, unless excused by a majority of the executive committee, 
shall automatically result in loss of office for the individual concerned. 

The resulting vacancy, or a vacancy created by death, resignation, re- 
call or removal, shall be filled for the unexpired term in accordance 
with the provisions of Article VII, Section 6, of this constitution and 
bylaws. 


ARTICLE X - POPULAR PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT 

Petitions for recall referendum and initiative must comply with procedures 
set forth in the election ordinance as stated in Article VII, Section 3 5 

of this constitution. 

*•? 

Section 1 . Recall . Upon receipt of a petition signed by at least 
forty (40) of the tribe 1 s registered voters it shall be the duty of 
the president to call and conduct within fifteen (15) days, a special 
meeting of the general council to consider the recall of a member of 
the executive committee. Such meeting is subject to quorum provisions. 
Only one (1) member of the committee shall be considered for recall at 
any given recall meeting. Once an individual is subjected to recall 
proceedings, he shall not again be considered for such action until at 
least six (6) months have passed. 

« 

Sec. 2 . Referendum and Initiative. Upon receipt of a petition signed 
by at least forty (40) of the tribe 1 s registered voters, it shall be 
the duty of the president to call and conduct within fifteen (15) days, 
a special meeting of the general council for the purpose of presenting 
to the voters for their determination any issue or question. The 
decision of the majority cf those voting shall be binding on the 
executive committee, provided a quorum is present. 
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ARTICLE XI - REMOVAL 

The executive committee shall enact*' an ordinance providing for the 
removal of members of that body. Included shall be procedures for 
the accused to confront his accusers and speak on his behalf in 
answer to a written statement of charges at a special executive 
committee meeting, called for that purpose. The accused shall be 
provided with such written charges at least fifteen (15) days in 
advance of the removal meeting. * 

* t 

ARTICLE XII - BILL OF RI GHTS ‘ j 

Section 1 . All members of the tribe shall enjoy without hindrance, 
freedom of worship, conscience, speech, press, assembly and associa- 
tion. | 

Sec. 2 . This constitution shall not in any way alter, abridge or 
otherwise jeopardize the rights and privileges of the members of the 

tribe as citizens of the State of Oklahoma or the Unthfed States. 

/ N 

Sec. 3 . The individual property rights of any member of the tribe 
shall not be altered, abridged or otherwise affected by the provisions 
of this constitution and bylaws without the consent of such individual 
members. 

Sec. 4 . The enumeration of any rights in this Article shall not be 
interpreted to limit the rights otherwise guaranteed by the Indian 
Civil Rights Act of 1968 (25 USCA 1302). 

** ARTICLE XIII - AMENDMENTS * ; 

Amendments to this constitution and bylaws may be proposed by a majority 
vote of the executive committee or by a petition signed by at least 
forty (40) registered voters of the tribe. If approved by the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, the amendment shall be submitted to the qualified 
voters of the tribe and shall be effective when ratified by a majority 
of those voting in an election called by the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs. A petition for such purpose must comply with 25 CFR 53. 

BYLAWS 


ARTICLE XIV - DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

Section 1. The president shall preside at all meetings of the general 
council and of the executive committee. He shall have general super- 
vision of the affairs of the general council and of the executive 
committee and shall perform all duties associated with the office of 
president. 
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Sec* 2 . The vice-president in the absence of the president shall 
perforin the duties of that office* He shall serve as ex-officio 
member of all committees created by the executive committee and 
shall represent the president at outside meetings or at other 
occasions when called upon to do so* \ 

S«_ 

Sec* 3 . The secretary shall keep an accurate account of all pro- 7 
ceedings and official records of the council and ofji^e^executive 
committee, and s\all file copies wijth^th e Sup ^irffendent of the 


Anadarko Agency* 
efficient handling 
of the counci 
secretary 
counci 
sha 


^sponsible for the prompt and 
"all corresDondence pertaining to the business 
ixecutive committee* All official records of the 


o 


en at reasonable times to the inspection of 
th^ presence of the secretary. The secretary 
list of all general council members, and in 
tJN? absence of the president and vice-president, shall preside at 

ouncil or executive committee* 


keep 


accurate' 


stings of the general 


Sec* 4 . The treasurer shall be the custodian of all funds in possession 
of the tribe from any source. He shall keep an accurate record of all 
funds and shall make disbursements in accordance with a properly 
executed resolution of the executive committee. The treasurer shall 
keep all tribal monies entrusted to his care in special bank accounts. At 
any time, that such an account shall amount to fifty dollars ($50) or 
more, he shall file a bond satisfactory to the executive committee 
and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. The cost of such bond shall 
be paid out of tribal money. The accounts and records of the treasurer 
shall be open at reasonable times for inspection by council members 
in the presence of the treasurer. The books of the treasurer shall 
be subject to audit or inspection at the discretion of the executive u 
committee or the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 


Sec. 5 . The committeemen shall perform those specific duties which 
shall be set forth in a resolution of the executive committee. 


Sec. 6 . Transfer of Records * At the expiration of their term of 
office, all officers shall turn over all tribal records and funds in 
their possession to their successors. 

ARTICLE XV - CONDUCT OF MEETINGS 


Section 1 . Place * All regular and special meetings of the general 
council and the executive committee shall be held at the Anadarko 
Agency unless otherwise designated in the notice of such meeting. 

Sec* 2 * All meetings shall be conducted in accordance with Robert r s 
Rules of Order , unless otherwise specified in this constitution and 
bylaws. 
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Sec, 3 . Quorum . Twenty (20) members of the general council shall 
constitute a quorum. No business, ^pther than the election of 
officers to provide for continuity of government, shall be trans- 
acted by the general council, unless a quorum is present. Four (4) 
members of the executive committee shall constitute a quorum to 
transact any business. 

ARTICLE XVI - ADOPTION 


This constitution and bylaws shall be effective when approved by the 
Secretary of the Interior and ratified by a majority of those adult 
members of the tribe who cast ballots in an election authorized by 
the Secretary of the Interior. 



»s 


- 8 - 



/ 




% 


APPROVAL 


I, vv- l. Holers , Deputy *»Want Secretary of 

the Interior do hereby approve the foregoing Constitution and 
Bylaws of the Delaware Tribe of Western Oklahoma. 


Approval Recommended: 

(Sgd) Raymond V. Butler 

Acting Director of Community Services 



Deputy Assltfaal 

Secretary of the Interior 


Washington, D. C. 


Date : 


. FEB l 3 1973 


CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION 


Pursuant to an order of February 13, 1973 t by the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of the Interior, the attached Constitution and Bylaws of the 

T\ _ 1 , 'Tt i 1 . _ JT 4- r\1_1 _1 ~T — ^ J A. - 1 jC A. J J?_; J_ • _ 

WCAawdiC -1-X-L.UCi \JA. Iicaicill OUUUUtUUU XWX iCLXXXV.a-4.WU XV-- 

the eligible voters of the Delaware Tribe and was on Apri 1 21, 197 3 

duly ratified by a vote of for, and 7 against, 

■pe^ODhed 

in an election duly called for that purpose. 





Election Board 


/ 


% 


y? 

/ 



Certifying Officer 

Superintendent, Anadarko Agency 


LA !l 

Member, Election Board 

?12^. i /a£— 

Member,' Election Board 

}il ti-t-llft/ 

Member, Election Board J~ 























IN REPLY REFER TO : 

Tribal Operations 


United 



tmcnt of the Interior 


BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 


Through: Area Director, Anadarko, Oklahoma 73005 July 29 , 1969 

Mr. Arthur L. Thomas 

President, Delaware Executive Committee 
Dear Mr. Thomas: 

Thank you for sending us copies of Resolution No. 7-68 adopted by 
the General Council of the Delaware Tribe of Indians of Western 
Oklahoma on January 20, 1968. 

Resolution No. 7-68 amends the tribe's election procedures by 
changing the date of tribal elections from the first Saturday in 
January to the first Saturday in June, commencing in 1969. The 
resolution also amends the terms of office of the executive committee 
officers. We agree with the Delaware Tribe's decision to stagger 
the terms of officers to provide continuity in the conduct of tribal 
business . 

The Delaware Tribe's governing document does not require formal 
approval by this office. However, Resolution No. 7-68, duly 
adopted January 20, 1968, and effective as of that date, by the 
General Council of the Delaware Tribe of Indians of Western 
Oklahoma is hereby given official recognition as Amendment No. I 
to the tribe's governing document. Copies of this letter and of 
Resolution No. 7-68 should be made a permanent part of the tribe's 
organizational document a 


Sincerely , 


(Sgd.) Charles B. Rovin 
Acting Assistant Commissioner 


Enclosure 


COPY 


COPY 


COPY 


COPY 


COPY 


DELAWARE RESOLUTION NO. 7-68 


RESOLUTION 


WHEREAS: The Delaware Tribe of Western Oklahoma is organized and has governing rules and 

regulations approved by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and 

WHEREAS: The Delaware Tribe of Western Oklahoma, after much discussion pertaining to the 

election date of the first Saturday in the month of January of each year as pre- 
scribed in the original resolution approved August 19, 1958, which is silent on 
amendment provisions, under which the tribe functions, desires to change the dat 
and » 

• \ 

WHEREAS: The Delaware Tribe of Western 'Oklahoma also desires to change the term of office 

for the election officers so that some will remain in office and there will not 
be a complete change each year for the proper handling of tribal affairs* 

NOW BE IT RESOLVED, That the date of next election be the first Saturday in June, 1969, 
with the officers now elected, remaining in office until next election date, 
being the first Saturday in June, 1969, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, THAT the election date will be the first Saturday of June of each 
year thereafter, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, THAT the terms of the officers will be as follows: President, 
Secretary and One Councilman (to be designated at the June, 1969 election) 
will be elected for a term of two (2) years and the Vice-President, Treasurer 
and One Councilman will be elected for a term of one (1) year. The new terms 
of office will begin with the June, 1969 election date. Thereafter, all terms of 
office shall be for a period of two years or until a successor is duly elected. 

CERTIFICATION 


I, Jack McLane, Jr*, President of the Delaware Tribe of Indians of Western Oklahoma, cer- 
tify that the above resolution was passed at a General Council Meeting held in the Anadarkc 
Area Office Conference Room, Anadarko, Oklahoma, on the 20th day of January, 1968, at whicl 


meeting there were 27 voting members present who voted 27 for and 0 against the above said 
resolution amending election rules and regulations* 
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DATE 



Adopted this 20 th . day of January , 1968, by the Delaware Tribe of Western 

Oklahoma by a vote of 2 7 for and 0 against, there being 27 tribal members 
present, 

APP ROVED: 



* 
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AMENDMENT 

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 
of the 

DELAWARE TRIBE OF WESTERN OKLAHOMA. 

V- 

d 

AMENDMENT I 

Article III of the Constitution shall be amended in its entirety which 
shall read as follows : 

• ARTICLE III ~ MEMBERSHIP OF TRIBE 


Section 1 . The membership of the Delaware Tribe of Western Oklahoma shall 
consist of the following persons; provided they have not received land or 
money by virtue of having been enrolled as a member of another Indian 
tribe: 


(a) Those persons who prior to the ratification of this amendment 
qualified for membership under previous membership requirements. 

(b) All persons of Delaware Indian blood who received an allotment 
of land pursuant to the provisions of the Act of March 2, 1895, 
(82 Stat. 876), shall be included as full blood members of the 
tribe. 



k (c) All living lineal descendants of individuals eligible for 

membership under the provisions of Section 1 (b) and Section 2 
of the Article, who possess at least one-eighth (1/8) degree 
Delaware Indian blood and one of whose natural parents is a 
member of the Delaware Tribe of Western Oklahoma. 

(d) All persons born on or after the effective date of this Consti- 
tution and Bylaws, both of whose natural parents are members of 
the Delaware Tribe of Western Oklahoma regardless of degree of 
Delaware Indian blood. 


'ection 2 . All persons identified in Section 1 (b) of this Article shall 
be considered as possessing 4/4ths degree Delaware Indian blood for the 
purpose of computing eligibility of their descendants for membership under 
Section 1 (c) or 1 (d) of this Article. Brothers and sisters of Delaware 
Indian blood of all persons identified in Section 1 (b) shall likewise 
be considered as possessing 4/4ths degree Delaware Indian blood. 


' • Section 3 . Any person who applies for membership who otherwise qualifies 

for membership but. who has been enrolled'as a member of another Indian 
i tribe may be enrolled as a member of the Delaware Tribe of Western Oklahoma; 
provided he has not shared in land or money as a member of another tribe; 


r 











•v. 



t 





and provided further that he relinquishes in writing his membership in 
the other Indian tribe and; provided further, that such applicant is 
admitted to membership by a majority vote of the tribal members in general 
council. 

Section 4 . The executive committee shall appoint a membership committee 
composed of tribal members who are not members of the executive committee 
which shall have the responsibility of preparing and maintaining the 
current membership roll consistent with the provisions of this Article. 

Section 5 . The executive committee shall have the power to prescribe 
rules and regulations covering future membership, including adoptions 
and the loss of membership, subject to the approval of the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs or hia authorized representative. 



APPROVAL 


* 


if 


I, Charles W. James, Area Director do hereby approve the fore- 
going Amendment I to the Constitution and By-Laws of the Delaware 
Tribe of Western Oklahoma. 

• ' , 

Approval Recommended: 

(Sgd) Charles V. Delaney 

Acting Director, 

Division of Indian Services 

• (SGD) CHARLES W. JAMES 

. Area Director 

Anadarko , Oklahoma » 

Date: DEC 2 4 1975 




CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION 


Pursuant to an order of Charles W. James, Area Director, the 
attached Amendment I to the Constitution and By-Laws -of the 
Delaware - Tribe of Western Oklahoma was submitted for ratifica- 


tion to the eligible voters of the Delaware Tribe and was on 

' 7 6 duly a vote of £- f< 

and / against, in an election duly called for that 


purpose. 



Secretary, General Election Board 





AMENDMENT 

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
of the 

DELAWARE TRIBE OF WESTERN OKLAHOMA 


AMENDMENT II 

Sectional end 2 of Article VII of the Constitution and Bylaws of 
the Delaware Tribe of western Oklahoma shall be amended in their 
entirety to read <*a follows t 

ARTICLE VII - ELECTIONS 


Section 1 . Bi-annual Elections . Elections shall be held every 
two years with members being selected to fill three positions on 
the executive committee at each election. These bi-annual elections 
shall become effective in 1977. In order to effectively implement 
this procedure, the term of the executive committee member which 
is scheduled to expire in 1978 shall expire in 1977, and the term 
of the Vice President which is scheduled to expire in 1980 shall 
expire in 1979. All other terms of office of members of the execu- 
tive committee incumbent at the time this amendment becomes effective 
shall remain unchanged. 

Section 2 . Pate of Elections . Regular elections to fill vacancies 
as terms expire on tha executive committee shall be held bi-annually, 
in odd- numbers d years, at the regular annual meeting of the general 
council on the third Saturday in June. Perzons elected to office 
•hall serve four <4) years. 

ARTICLE VIII - MEETINGS 

Section 1, Article VIII - Meetings, shall be amended to read as 
follows t 

Section 1 . Annual moetinga of the general council sh^ll be held on 
the third Saturday in June for the purpose of receiving reports and 
transacting any other business which may coma regularly before tha 
council. Bi-annually in odd-numbered years an election to fill 
vacancies on the executive committee shall take plsca as port of 
the annual meeting. Should tha executive committee determine that 
it la not possible or appropriate to hold such meetings on the specified 
date, it shall then be held within thirty (30) daya following, on a 
date to be determined by the executive committee; provided, that at 
least ten (10) days* notice shall be given on such meeting. 


APPROVAL 


I, Charles W. Janies, Area Director, do hereby approve the fore- 
going Amendment II to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Delaware 
Tribe of Western Oklahoma. 

Approval Recommended: 

(Sgd) Charles V. Delaney 

Director, 

Division of Indian Services 


(SGD) CHARLES W. JAMES 

Area Director 


nadarko. 


Date: 


Oklahoma 

my n. 1976 



, CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION 


Pursuant to an order of Charles W. James, Area Director, the 

attached Amendment II to the Constitution and Bylaws of the 

* * 1 , 

Delaware Tribe of Western Oklahoma was submitted for ratifica- 


tion to the eligible voters of the Delaware Tribe and was on 
- ■ • ~ / 7 ~ / ro .j^ qtiod by a vote of 


and 




against/ in an election duly called for" that purpos.e. 




Member, General Elec 


Member, General Election Bosffd 



AMENDMENT 

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
of tha 

DELAWARE TRIBE OF WESTERN OKLAHOMA 

AMENDMENT ZII 

Section 3, Article XIV - Dutias of Officers, shall be amended to 
read as followsi 

Section 3 . The Secretary shall koop an accurate account of all pro- 
ceedings and official records of tha council and of the executive 
committee, and shall file copies in the tribal office. Ha shall be 
responsible for the prompt and efficient handling of all correspondence 
pertaining to the business of the council and executive committee. 

All official records of tha secretory shall bo open at reasonable 
times to tha inspection of council members in the presence of the 
secretory. The secretary shall keep an accurate Hat of all general 
council members, and in the absence of tha president and vice- 
president, shall preside at meetings of the general council or 
executive committee. 



APPROVAL 


I, Charles w. James# Area Director# do hereby approve the fore- 
going Amendment III to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Delaware 
Tribe of Western Oklahoma, 

Approval Recommended; 

(Sgd) Charles V. Delaney 

Director, 

Division of Indian Services 

(SGD) CHARLES W. JAMES 

Area Director 

Anadarko, Oklahoma 
Date i MftY 7 19 76 



CERTIFICATE OF RESUITS OF ELECTION 


* 

Pursuant to an order of Charles W. James, Area Director, the 
attached Amendment III to the Constitution and Bylaws of the 
Delaware Tribe of Western Oklahoma was submitted for ratification 


to the eligible voters of the Delaware Tribe and was on 

duly by a vote of / for, and '7 against, 

r e j ec te d — — 6 

* 

election duly called for that purpose. 


in an 



Boc>fc $naci. 


MAT 2 8 1981 

Area Director, Anadarko Area Office 
Branch of Tribal Government Services 

Proposed Constitutional Amendments, Delaware Tribe of Western Oklahoma. 


Superintendent, Anadarko Agency 


The Executive Committee of the Delaware Tribe of Western Oklahoma has 
requested, by Resolution 81-37, adopted May 22, 1981, the approval of 
two proposed amendments, to the tribe's constitution and bylaws. 

Amendment IV 

Resolution 81-37 proposes that Section 1(b), (c) and (d), Article III - 
Membership of Tribe, which now reads: 

(b) All persons of Delaware Indian blood who received an 
allotment of land pursuant to the provisions of the Act 
of March 2, 1895, (82 Stat. 876), shall be Included as 
full blood members of the tribe. 

(c) All living lineal descendants of individuals eligible 
for membership under the provisions of Section 1(b) and 
Section 2 of the Article, who possess at least one- 
eighth (1/8) degree Delaware Indian blood and one of 
whose natural parents is a member of the Delaware Tribe 
of Western Oklahoma. 

(d) All persons bom on or after the effective date of this 
Constitution and Bylaws, both of whose natural parents 
are members of the Delaware Tribe of Western Oklahoma 
regardless of degree of Delaware Indian blood. 

shall be amended to read as follows: 

(b) All persons of Absentee Delaware Indian blood, who received 
an allotment of land, under the present jurisdiction of the 
Anadarko- Area Office, shall be included as full-blood 
members of the tribe. 

(c) All living lineal descendants of individuals eligible for 
membership under the provisions of Section 1(b) and Section 2 
of Article III who possess at least one-eighth (1/8) degree 
Absentee Delaware Indian blood. 

(d) All persons born on or after the effective date of this 
amendment, both of whose natural parents are members of 
the Delaware Tribe of Western Oklahoma regardless of degree 
of Absentee Delaware Indian blood. 



and the addftion of a new subsection (e), as follows: 

(e) The Delaware Indian blood for all members of the Delaware 
Tribe of Western Oklahoma shall be shown on the membership roll 
as Delaware Tribe of Western Oklahoma Indian blood. 

Section 2, Article III, of the Constitution and Bylaws, which now reads: 

Section 2. All persons Identified In Section 1(b) of this 
Article shall be considered as possessing 4/4ths degree Delaware 
Indian blood for the purpose of computing eligibility of their 
descendants for membership under Section 1 (c) or 1 (d) of this 
Article. Brothers and sisters of Delaware Indian blood of all 
persons identified in Section 1 (b) shall likewise be considered 
as possessing 4/4ths degree Delaware Indian blood. 

shall be amended to read as follows: 

Section 2. All persons identified In Section 1 (b) of Article III 
shall be considered as possessing 4/4ths degree Absentee Delaware 
Indian blood for the purpose of computing eligibility of their 
descendants for membership under Section 1 (c) or 1 (d) of this 
Article. Brothers and sisters of Absentee Delaware Indian blood 
of all persons Identified In Section 1 (b) shall likewise be con- 
sidered as possessing 4/4ths degree Absentee Delaware Indian blood. 

Amendment V 

Resolution 81-37 proposes that Section 4, Article XIV - Duties of Officers, 
which now reads: 

Section 4. The Treasurer shall be the custodian of all funds In 
possession of the tribe from any source. He shall keep an accurate 
record of all funds and shall make disbursements in accordance 
with a properly executed resolution of the executive committee. 

The treasurer shall keep all tribal monies entrusted to his care 
In special bank accounts. At any time that such an account shall 
amount to fifty dollars ($50) or more, he shall file a bond satis- 
factory to the executive committee and the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs. The cost of such bond shall be paid out of tribal money. 

The accounts and records of the treasurer shall be open at reason- 
able times for Inspection by council members in the presence of 
the treasurer. The books of the treasurer shall be subject to 
audit or inspection at the discretion of the executive conmlttee 
or the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

shall be amended to read as follows: 

Section 4. The treasurer shall keep account of all funds in 
possession of the tribe from any source. He shall keep an accurate 
record of all funds and shall make disbursements in accordance 
with a properly executed resolution of the executive committee. 
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Section 4 (continued) 

The Treasurer shall keep all tribal monies entrusted to his 
care in special bank accounts and/or in "Individual Indian 
Money" accounts. At any time that such an account shall 
amount to fifty dollars ($50) or more, he shall file a bond 
satisfactory to the executive conmlttee and the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs. The cost of such bond shall be paid out of 
tribal money. The accounts and records of the treasurer shall 
be open at a reasonable time for inspection by council members 
in the presence of the treasurer. The books of the treasurer 
shall be kept in the tribal office and be subject to audit or 
inspection at the discretion of the executive conmlttee or the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

Pursuant to authority delegated to the Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs 
by Secretarial Order No. 3010, 42 F.R. 53682 and redelegated to the Area 
Director by 10 BIAM 3.1, 40 F.R. 17046, I am approving Amendments IV and V. 
You are authorized to call an election whereby the eligible tribal voters 
may ratify or reject these proposed amendments, which shall become effective 
if ratified by a majority of those voting. If ratified, the amendments 
shall be identified as Amendment IV and V respectively. If only one amend- 
ment is ratified, it shall be identified as Amendment IV. 

The manner of voting shall be conducted in accordance with regulations esta- 
blished by you in conjunction with representatives of the Delaware Tribal 
Executive Committee. Although the election is not within the provisions 
of the Oklahoma Indian Welfare Act, regulations provided for those elections 
might furnish acceptable guidelines, insofar as notification and balloting 
are concerned. 

Provide our office with the results of the election Iwnedlately upon its 
certification. 


- 1\ r 

O i. r \ i 


••i ley speaks 


Attachments 


cc: V Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

Attn: Division of Tribal Government Services, Code 440 



CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION 


Pursuant to an order of Stanley Speaks, Area Director, the attached 
Amendment IV to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Delaware Tribe of 
Western Oklahoma was submitted for ratification to the eligible voters 
of the Delaware Tribe of Western Oklahoma and was on August 15, 1981 
duly j by a vote of 37 for, and 4 against, in an 

election duly called for that purpose. 




CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION 


Pursuant to an order of Stanley Speaks, Area Director, the attachment 
Amendment V to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Delaware Tribe of 
Western Oklahoma was submitted for ratification to the eligible voters 
of the Delaware Tribe of Western Oklahoma and was on August 15, 1981 
duly by a vcrte of 57 for, and 4 against, in an election 

duly called for that purpose. 



Certifying Officer 
Superintendent, Anadarko Agency 


August 17, 1981 



81-37 


WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 
WHEREAS - 


DELAWARE TRIBE OF WESTERN OKLAHOMA 

RESOLUTION 


the Delaware Tribe of Western Oklahoma operates in accordance 
with the Constitution and By-Laws adopted by the tribe and 
recognized by the Secretary of the Interior, and 

the Constitution empowers the Executive Committee full authority 
to transact all business in behalf of the tribe, and 

tribal members have expressed their desire to Amend the Delaware 
Tribal Constitution and By-Laws, Article III, Section 1 (b), (c), 
(d), and new Subsection (e), and Article XIV, Section 4, and 

Article III, Section 1 (b) provides that all persons of Delaware 
Indian blood, who received an allotment of land pursuant to the 
provision of the Act of March 2, 1895, (82 Stat.876) shall be 
Included as Full Blood Delaware, and 

Article III, Section 1 (c) provides that all living lineal descen- 
dants of individuals eligible for membership under the provisions 
of Section 1 (b) and Section 2 of the Article, who possess at 
least l/8th degree of Delaware Indian Blood and one of whose 
natural parents is a member of the Delaware Tribe of Western Okla- 
homa , and 

Article III, Section 1 (d) provides that "All persons bom on or 
after the effective date of this Constitution and By-Laws, both 
of whose natural parents are members of the Delaware Tribe of 
Western Oklahoma regardless of degree of Delaware Indian Blood," 
and 

Article XIV- Section 4. Drovides that the Treasurer shall keep 


V 



81-37 


WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS , 
WHEREAS , 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 


DELAWARE TRIBE OF WESTERN OKLAHOMA 

RESOLUTION 


the Delaware Tribe of Western Oklahoma operates in accordance 
with the Constitution and By-Laws adopted by the tribe and 
recognized by the Secretary of the Interior, and 

the Constitution empowers the Executive Committee full authority 
to transact all business in behalf of the tribe, and 

tribal members have expressed their desire to Amend the Delaware 
Tribal Constitution and By-Laws, Article III, Section 1 (b) , (c) , 

(d) , and new Subsection (e) , and Article XIV, Section 4, and 

Article III, Section 1 (b) provides that all persons of Delaware 
Indian blood, who received an allotment of land pursuant to the 
provision of the Act of March 2, 1895, (82 Stat*876) shall be 
included as Full Blood Delaware, and 

Article III, Section 1 (c) provides that all living lineal descen- 
dants of individuals eligible for membership under the provisions 
of Section 1 (b) and Section 2 of the Article, who possess at 
least l/8th degree of Delaware Indian Blood and one of whose 
natural parents is a member of the Delaware Tribe of Western Okla- 
homa , and 

Article III, Section 1 (d) provides that "All persons bora on or 
after the effective date of this Constitution and By-Laws, both 
of whose natural parents are members of the Delaware Tribe of 
Western Oklahoma regardless of degree of Delaware Indian Blood," 
and 

Article XIV, Section 4, provides that the Treasurer shall keep 
all tribal monies entrusted to his care in a Special Bank Account; 
and that the Treasurer shall keep all the accounts, records, and 
books of all tribal monies, and 

the Proposed Amendments to the Constitution and By-Laws are attached 
and provide Article III, Section 1 (b) that all persons of Absentee 
Delaware Blood who received an allotment of lands under the juris- 
diction of the Anadarko Area Office, shall be Full Blood Members 
of the tribe and Article III, Section 1 (c) eliminates the require- 
ment of one (1) natural parent as a member of the Delaware Tribe, 
and 

Proposed Amendment, Article III, Section 1 (d) provides that "all 
persons born on or after the effective date of the Constitution 
both of whose natural parents are members of the Delaware Tribe of 
Western Oklahoma", and 

a New Subsection (e), shall be added to Article III which provides 
that the Delaware Indian Blood shall be shown on the membership 
roll as Delaware Tribe of Western Oklahoma blood, and 



WHEREAS, Article III, Section 2 of the Constitution and By-Laws shall be 
Amended accordingly, to provide that the words "Delaware Indian 
Blood: shall hereafter be changed to read "Absentee Delaware Indian 
Blood" in order to be consistent with the working in Section 1, 
Article III, and 

WHEREAS, Article XIV, as Amended, will allow the Treasurer to keep tribal 

monies in a Special Bank Account or Individual Indian Money Account 
and the books and records of the Treasurer shall be kept in the 
Tribal Office, and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this Resolution replace the Resolution, 
//81-25, adopted by the Delaware Executive Committee on April 18, 
1981, and 




BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Proposed Amendments, included in this 
Resolution, be approved by the Bureau of Indian Affairs and 
that the Superintendent of the Anadarko Agency be authorized 
to conduct a referendum election whereby the eligible voters 
may ratify or reject each of the Two Proposed Amendments to 
the Constitution and By-Laws of the Delaware Tribe of Western 
Oklahoma, 


CERTIFICATION 


The foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Delaware Executive Committe 


for and " O 


on 


1981, in Anadarko, Oklahoma, by a vote of 


9 


against, a quorum being present. 


ATTEST : APPROVED : 

Lawrence Snake, President 


Dona K. Thompson, Secretary 



